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Assessment
Assessment is the systematic process of gathering information about learning to make
appropriate educational decisions. It identifies the student’s strengths and needs and
contributes to the design and implementation of effective strategies.
Well-designed assessment methods provide valuable information about student learning.
They tell us what students learned, how well they learned it, and where they struggled.
Assessment then becomes a lens for understanding student learning, identifying barriers,
and helping to improve teaching approaches.
Effective assessment systems can improve educational outcomes for children and young
people. Therefore, ensuring that a school’s assessment procedures are effective and robust
is an important element of the work of school leaders.
Recent developments in educational research and policy have greatly influenced the nature
and purpose of assessment in schools. There is considerable evidence that formative
assessment approaches, with increased focus on assessment as part of the learning process
(Assessment for Learning), have had a significant impact on learning and teaching in
schools. John Hattie’s work on Visible Learning also highlights the key role of assessment in
providing evidence of the impact of the teacher.
It is not the purpose of this paper to review established principles of assessment or the
prevailing methodologies currently in vogue. The following pages propose a structured
approach for evaluating the quality of assessment systems in educational establishments,
along with a deep audit of 6 key features of assessment.
Learning, Teaching and Assessment
Scotland’s evaluation framework How Good is our School 4? highlights key features of
effective assessment. In Quality indicator 2.3 (Learning, Teaching and Assessment):
•

Assessment approaches should allow learners to demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding, skills, attributes and capabilities in different contexts across the
curriculum.

•

Assessment evidence should be valid and reliable.

•

Assessment approaches should be matched to the learning needs of learners and used
to support them to demonstrate where they are in their learning.

•

Processes for assessment and reporting should be manageable and effective in
informing improvements in learning and teaching.

•

A quality body of evidence should be used to support assessment judgements and
decisions about next steps.
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•

There should be robust arrangements for moderation of assessment across stages and
across the curriculum.

•

Assessments should provide reliable evidence to report on the progress of all children
and young people.

Evaluation of School Assessment Processes
Based on Scotland’s national framework HGIOS4, it is possible to identify key features or
categories which form the basis of self-evaluation of a school’s Assessment systems.
1. Meeting national advice on assessment
2. Assessment tools and processes
3. Planning assessments
4. Assessment evidence
5. Recording assessment information
6. Moderation of assessment
7. Reporting on learner progress

Deep Audit of Assessment Processes
The following pages illustrate how each of these key features of Assessment can be
audited using the Impact online toolkit.
A full audit of QI 2.3 Learning, Teaching and Assessment can be accessed online at:
www.hashtag-learning.co.uk
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